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A letter from the Executive Director

Thanksgiving
Thursday, November 22- closed
Friday, November 23- closed

Commercial construction
is all about technology.
Today, powerful handheld devices offer mobility
to all types of construction
professionals, resulting in
data accessible both on
the job site and in the office.

Holiday Hours
Monday, December 24- closed
Tuesday, December 25- closed
Wed., December 26- closed
Monday, December 31- closed
Tuesday, January 1- closed

• Clays + Fall Social recap
• Membership renewal
• Board election info

Questions or comments about this publication:
Contact the Editor, Jill Gerwig at jills@mbex.org.

• Upcoming MBEX events

Have news to share? Send it to news@mbex.org.

A leader remembered
Enoch Peterson, Executive Director of MBEX from 1965 to 1989, passed away peacefully on
September 1, 2018. Enoch was born on May 24, 1924. He graduated from the University of
Minnesota and served in the Navy before marrying his wife, Marcella, in 1956. Together, they
raised five children.
During his career, he worked on the advertising staff of the Hibbing Daily Tribune, as executive
secretary of the Minnesota Junior Chamber of Commerce, and from 1956 to 1965, as the
highway heavy division manager for the Associated General Contractors of Minnesota.
In 1974, he was elected by his peers to serve as president of the International Builders
Exchange Executives.
After his retirement, he spent time traveling and remained active at MBEX,
always enjoying a visit down to the exchange, working to keep his longlasting relationships within the industry thriving.

Document Reading Course
mbex.org/docsclass
February 4 - February 26, 2019
Spring Social
mbex.org/springsocial
Thursday, April 18, 2019
Memorial Day
Monday, May 27, 2019- closed
MemberAppreciation BBQ
mbex.org/bbq
Wednesday, June 5, 2019
Golf Tournament
mbex.org/golf
Wednesday, June 19, 2019
Fourth of July
Thurs., July 4, 2019- closed
Friday, July 5, 2019- closed

Each year, the MBEX board of directors
dedicates substantial financial resources
to providing our members with industryleading technology. The results are
utilized 24/7 by thousands of online
plan room users.
In 2019, stay tuned for some exciting
new improvements to MBEX services
as we continue to stay on top of
technology trends.

Tom Getzke
MBEX Executive Director

The 130th anniversary of the Minnesota Builders Exchange has given us time to be
thankful for, and reflect upon our organization's long and thriving history.
This past year, in addition to special celebrations and giveaways, our staff has put
together some great historical pieces for our members to review and enjoy. With
documents dating as far back as
our original 1888-1889 Membership
Directory and newspaper clippings
Speaking of the past...
from the early 1900s, we have found
our story is a great one to tell!
Read a historical essay detailing the
first 100 years of MBEX.
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Labor Day
Monday, Sept. 2, 2019- closed

capacity digital storage hardware,
and sophisticated software— all on a
platform that is extremely user-friendly.

130th historical review

A

Sporting Clays Fundraiser
mbex.org/clays
Thursday, August 8, 2019

That said, MBEX works hard to continue
its regional leadership in digital online
plan room technology by providing
MBEX members with ultra-high speed
data transmission capabilities, large

n
to
hing

From his involvement with the physical plan room and member networking events (see above 1973 MBEX fishing trip
photo; Enoch pictured on right), to his leadership in preparing MBEX for the digital plan era, Enoch represented the
true mission of our organization.

Annual Meeting
mbex.org/annualmeeting
Wednesday, January 16, 2019

Technology also allows for construction
team members to communicate vital
information in real-time. An entire
generation of construction professionals
is growing up in an industry that
functions seamlessly in a digital world.

as
W

Funeral services for Enoch were held on Monday, September 17. Our
deepest sympathy is extended to his family and friends. He will be
remembered for many accomplishments during his lifetime, including
the many years of service he offered to the staff, members and board of
directors at MBEX.
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Holiday Potluck
Thursday, December 13

In This Issue

Briefings from the Minnesota Builders Exchange

Our look

rs
Past leade

Enclosed, check out our special
commemorative insert!

mbex.org/history
Written by Enoch Peterson, past
Executive Director of MBEX, the
centennial celebratory essay is
the most concise history of our
organization to date.
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Fall Social Recap

Scaffold Service Inc
Grazzini Brothers & Company

Dinner sponsors
Shaw/Stewart Lumber Co
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On Course Beverage sponsors
Infinity Scaffold Inc
R M S Rentals
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Nearly 300 attendees made for another great MBEX social on Thursday, October 11. Our annual Fall Social, co-hosted
by The Builders Group (TBG), provided our members with an array of entertainment, including food buffet stations,
drinks, networking, awe-inspiring magic from the Magic of Suzanne and some exiting prizes.

S

On Thursday, August 9, over 150 shooters joined together for our annual Sporting
Clays Scholarship Fundraiser. It was sunny and hot— one of the hottest clay shoots on
record! Despite the heat, the event helped raise nearly $13,000 for our scholarship
program. Thank you to all attendees, event sponsors and volunteers for the
success of this year's clay shoot.

R

MBEX Sporting Clays: a hot shoot

130
years

2018

Door prize + station sponsors
A P I Distribution Inc
C D Tile & Stone Inc
C I T- Computer Integration Tech
Dem-Con Companies LLC
Dynamic Fasteners
Frattalone Companies
G R Promotions
Grazzini Brothers & Company
Harris St Paul Inc
Holiday Companies
Infinity Scaffold Inc
Jasper Engineering
John Knutson and Co PLLP
Luther Brookdale Chevrolet Buick GMC
Parkos Construction Co Inc
R M S Rentals
Scaffold Service Inc
Shaw/Stewart Lumber Company
Software Consultants
Terracon
WTG Terrazzo and Tile Inc

Prior to the evening's official program, MBEX staff member Amy Paschke unveiled the MBEX Young Professional
Network (YPN) with a drawing for a Nintendo Switch. During the event program, MBEX Executive Director Tom
Getzke presented Dunwoody College of Technology with a donation of $1,000 in recognition of their success in
promoting our scholarship program to their students.
The 2018 Fall Social was made possible by donations from members representing landscaping, site work, large
equipment rentals, pile driving and related firms.

Sponsor members
Beverage
Frattalone Companies
R M S Rentals
Gold
Bitminous Roadways Inc
Dem-Con Companies LLC
Terracon
Silver
Pine Bend Paving Inc
Check out the complete
event recap...
mbex.org/events

Join us at our upcoming events...
Membership renewal
All member companies will receive
notice of renewal for dues, services
and advertising in early November.
Invoices will be emailed as a printable
PDF document for members to remit
with a check payment. Unpaid dues
and services will expire automatically
on December 31, 2018.
Thank you in advance for your
continued support of MBEX!

Board elections: cast your vote!
Each October, the MBEX nominating committee
meets to prepare a listing of candidates for our
annual board elections. In November, member
companies will be mailed an official ballot,
along with candidate bios.
Candidates will run for three-year
terms, with results announced at our
Annual Meeting in January.

Holiday Potluck

Annual Meeting

Come celebrate the holidays
with the MBEX staff and
board of directors!

MBEX will kickoff another year of business and
share a recap of 2018 at our Annual Meeting. All
members are invited to attend!

Time: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Where: MBEX plan room
When: Thursday, Decemberr 13,
13 2018
• no need to register— the more the merrier
• eat, drink and socialize
• feel free to bring a dish or drink to share

Time: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Where: Town & Country Club
When: Wednesday, January 16, 2019
• lunch + networking
• board election results
• keynote speaker + awards
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A leader remembered
Enoch Peterson, Executive Director of MBEX from 1965 to 1989, passed away peacefully on
September 1, 2018. Enoch was born on May 24, 1924. He graduated from the University of
Minnesota and served in the Navy before marrying his wife, Marcella, in 1956. Together, they
raised five children.
During his career, he worked on the advertising staff of the Hibbing Daily Tribune, as executive
secretary of the Minnesota Junior Chamber of Commerce, and from 1956 to 1965, as the
highway heavy division manager for the Associated General Contractors of Minnesota.
In 1974, he was elected by his peers to serve as president of the International Builders
Exchange Executives.
After his retirement, he spent time traveling and remained active at MBEX,
always enjoying a visit down to the exchange, working to keep his longlasting relationships within the industry thriving.
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Each year, the MBEX board of directors
dedicates substantial financial resources
to providing our members with industryleading technology. The results are
utilized 24/7 by thousands of online
plan room users.
In 2019, stay tuned for some exciting
new improvements to MBEX services
as we continue to stay on top of
technology trends.

Tom Getzke
MBEX Executive Director

The 130th anniversary of the Minnesota Builders Exchange has given us time to be
thankful for, and reflect upon our organization's long and thriving history.
This past year, in addition to special celebrations and giveaways, our staff has put
together some great historical pieces for our members to review and enjoy. With
documents dating as far back as
our original 1888-1889 Membership
Directory and newspaper clippings
Speaking of the past...
from the early 1900s, we have found
our story is a great one to tell!
Read a historical essay detailing the
first 100 years of MBEX.
Locations

M in

an ge

Since 1888
,
members at each of our
plan room
have utiliz
staff and
ed the help
locations
w
,
the lates
trical Revie of knowledgeabl
sive Histo technologies.
e
| An Exclu

er s Ex ch
ne so ta Bu ild

MBE
M
MB
BE
BEX
EX
X Build
ding
ing

• com
cco
omplete
pleted
d in
in 1918
2018
ve
• 1st
1st
st ﬂ
ﬂoor
oor inclu
ded co
1888
construct
yAvee a r s
prod
prrod
p
the
odu
uct
ct exhi
d
ion
exhibits
duced to
bits
ange. In
ﬁrst intro
een
it today.
ange was and Traders Exch ric merger betw
we know
ers Exch
ange as
Builders
nd
ange, a histo
esota Build
ﬂoor
ers Exch
eapolis
truction
ers Exch
the Minn
esota Build
as the Minn eapolis Build
in the cons stry.
In 1888,
Minn
with
stry
e
the
ion indu
the Minn
has mad
created
h the indu
construct over a century as
nization
St. Paul
further enric
our orga
ange of
to
nt
after
,
Exch
ices
eme
ers
serv
2013
rical mov
the Build
den our
MBEX and
see the histo continued to broa
you will
ial ﬂyer,
MBEX has
this spec
e of how
As you read well as gain a sens
as
industry,
made
e we have
the nam
happen
Along with s (which tends to
MBEX
had the
for ourselve s on the scene), e our
to have
year
fortunate to the ongoing
after 130 to promote an imag blue
g
X has been
ed
ributing
de H B
with, usin bility
has work
years, MBE agers, all cont
ers inclu
identify
ﬁrst lead
past 130
man
dependa
A Stromme
members
ion. Our
Over the of hardworking
e trust,
) and W
relat
organizat
1904
to
our
ip
2
hues
stry and
leadersh
Norris (190
vation.
of the indu
), John M
and inno
1902
success
,
8
(188
projects
Thompson ).
d
for war-time
plan room e the country rallie
(1904 - 1907
ed as a
tor
l. Whil
the direc
ange serv
standstil
II, the exch
room, with
was at a
restored
During WW ial construction
tain a plan the position was
to main
as commerc X struggled
of the war,
MBE
the end
- 1946.
e. Near
together,
part-tim
from 1944
builders
only
Allen
J
ing
Paul
St.
serv
by Lockard
eapolis and
Getzke of
to full-time
the Minn
Thomas
of the
merger,
support,
director
h industry lt of this historic
executive
with muc
As a resu
In 2014,
me the ﬁrst
future!
s merged.
Paul beca MBEX into the
exchange Exchange of St.
— leading
ers
sizeange
of one
the Build Builders Exch
pdf blue
a
print shee
• online
Minnesot
t today
plan room
launched
• in 2009
in 2003
, MBEX
received
of its proj
meet to
27%
discuss the
ects in digit
possibilit
al form
• ne l
• O t b
t
from the

Minnesota

Builders

Exchange

Glenwo

7

od Ave

13 0

St

Brieﬁngs

d
3r

Labor Day
Monday, Sept. 2, 2019- closed

capacity digital storage hardware,
and sophisticated software— all on a
platform that is extremely user-friendly.

130th historical review

A

Sporting Clays Fundraiser
mbex.org/clays
Thursday, August 8, 2019

That said, MBEX works hard to continue
its regional leadership in digital online
plan room technology by providing
MBEX members with ultra-high speed
data transmission capabilities, large

n
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hing

From his involvement with the physical plan room and member networking events (see above 1973 MBEX fishing trip
photo; Enoch pictured on right), to his leadership in preparing MBEX for the digital plan era, Enoch represented the
true mission of our organization.

Annual Meeting
mbex.org/annualmeeting
Wednesday, January 16, 2019

Technology also allows for construction
team members to communicate vital
information in real-time. An entire
generation of construction professionals
is growing up in an industry that
functions seamlessly in a digital world.

as
W

Funeral services for Enoch were held on Monday, September 17. Our
deepest sympathy is extended to his family and friends. He will be
remembered for many accomplishments during his lifetime, including
the many years of service he offered to the staff, members and board of
directors at MBEX.
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mbex.org/history
Written by Enoch Peterson, past
Executive Director of MBEX, the
centennial celebratory essay is
the most concise history of our
organization to date.

Minnesota Builders Exchange
Brieﬁngs from the Minnesota Builders Exchange | An Exclusive Historical Review

130

In 1888, the Minnesota Builders Exchange was ﬁrst introduced to the
1888
2018
construction industry as the Minneapolis Builders and Traders Exchange. In
years
2013, after over a century as the Minneapolis Builders Exchange, a historic merger between
MBEX and the Builders Exchange of St. Paul created the Minnesota Builders Exchange as we know it today.
As you read this special ﬂyer, you will see the historical movement our organization has made within the construction
industry, as well as gain a sense of how MBEX has continued to broaden our services to further enrich the industry.

Past leaders

Our look

Over the past 130 years, MBEX has been fortunate to have had the
leadership of hardworking managers, all contributing to the ongoing
success of the industry and our organization. Our ﬁrst leaders include H B
Thompson (1888 - 1902), John M Norris (1902 - 1904) and W A Stromme
(1904 - 1907).
During WWII, the exchange served as a plan room for war-time projects,
as commercial construction was at a standstill. While the country rallied
together, MBEX struggled to maintain a plan room, with the director
serving only part-time. Near the end of the war, the position was restored
to full-time by Lockard J Allen from 1944 - 1946.
In 2014, with much industry support, the Minneapolis and St. Paul builders
exchanges merged. As a result of this historic merger, Thomas Getzke of
the Builders Exchange of St. Paul became the ﬁrst executive director of the
Minnesota Builders Exchange— leading MBEX into the future!

Eugene Young

Clarence A Gunn

J Cameron Jenkins

1907 - 1922

1922 - 1936

1936 - 1944

William Meyer

Enoch Peterson

David Fritz

1946 - 1965

1965 - 1989

1989 - 2013

Along with the name we have made
for ourselves (which tends to happen
after 130 years on the scene), MBEX
has worked to promote an image our
members identify with, using blue
hues to relate trust, dependability
and innovation.

Locations

MBEX Building
W
as

Since 1888, at each of our plan room locations,
members have utilized the help of knowledgeable
staff and the latest technologies.
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The numbers on the map represent the seven
locations of MBEX over the past 130 years.

Technology
From the mimeograph (right)
to fax machines, computers,
and now, an online plan room
full of digital projects, our
organization has kept pace
with technology, allowing our
staff to provide members with
seamless project delivery.

A merger
In early 2013, a task force joined together to discuss a
potential merger of two historical organizations. As a
result of their decision to merge, our history has grown
more enriched, making our future stronger and positioning
MBEX to compete and remain engaged in the construction
industry well into the future.

• MBEX purchased ﬁrst computers in 1989 (below)
• memory in our ﬁrst computers equaled the
size of one pdf blueprint sheet todayy
• online plan room launched in 2003
• in 2009, MBEX received 27%
of its projects in digital format
• nearly all projects now received at
MBEX are in digital format

• 1993: talks of a merger between the two
exchanges begin but end unsuccessfully
• February 1, 2013: representatives from both
Minneapolis and St. Paul executive committees
meet to discuss the possibility of a merger
• October 10, 2013: organizations meet to vote
on a proposed merger
• November 1, 2013: merger becomes ofﬁcial
• January 1, 2014: ﬁrst day of business as the
Minnesota Builders Exchange

• new state-of-the-art IPIN 10.0
introduced to members in 2017

Our online plan room provides our members with the
ability to prepare and submit bids anytime, anywhere. Via
multiple devices, including desktops, laptops, tablets and
smart phones, mbex.org represents a digital gateway to
information valuable to thousands of companies— a feature
of technology our founders never could have dreamed of!

Canvas paintings of the Minneapolis and St. Paul
ofﬁces, by Michael Bellotti; on display at MBEX.

